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release of two fellow tribesmen who were ar-

rested on smuggling charges and several pub-

lic works projects they claim the govern-

ment promised them. They released the hos-

tage on November 27. 
Tourist killings in Egypt, November 17, 

1997: Al-Gama’at al-Islamiyya (IG) gunmen 

shot and killed 58 tourists and four Egyp-

tians and wounded 26 others at the 

Hatshepsut Temple in the Valley of the 

Kings near Luxor. Thirty-four Swiss, eight 

Japanese, five Germans, four Britons, one 

French, one Colombian, a dual Bulgarian/ 

British citizen, and four unidentified persons 

were among the dead. Twelve Swiss, two 

Japanese, two Germans, one French, and 

nine Egyptians were among the wounded. 

1998

U.S. Embassy Bombings in East Africa, 

August 7, 1998: A bomb exploded at the rear 

entrance of the U.S. embassy in Nariobi, 

Kenya, killing 12 U.S. citizens, 32 Foreign 

Service Nationals (FSNs), and 247 Kenyan 

citizens. About 5,000 Kenyans, six U.S. citi-

zens, and 13 FSNs were injured. The U.S. em-

bassy building sustained extensive structural 

damage. Almost simultaneously, a bomb det-

onated outside the U.S. embassy in Dar es 

Salaam, Tanzania, killing seven FSNs and 

three Tanzanian citizens, and injuring one 

U.S. citizen and 76 Tanzanians. The explo-

sion caused major structural damage to the 

U.S. embassy facility. The U.S. Government 

held Usama Bin Ladin responsible. 

2000

Attack on U.S.S. Cole, October 12, 2000: In 

Aden, Yemen, a small dingy carrying explo-

sives rammed the destroyer U.S.S. Cole, kill-

ing 17 sailors and injuring 39 others. Sup-

porters of Usama Bin Ladin were suspected. 

2001

Bus Stop Bombing, April 22, 2001: A mem-

ber of Hamas detonated a bomb he was car-

rying near a bus stop in Kfar Siva, Israel, 

killing one person and injuring 60. 
Tel-Aviv Nightclub Bombing, June 1, 2001: 

Hamas claimed responsibility for the bomb-

ing of a popular Israeli nightclub that caused 

over 140 causalities. 
Hamas Restaurant Bombing, August 9, 

2001: A Hamas-planted bomb detonated in a 

Jeruselum pizza restaurant, killing 15 people 

and wounding more than 90. 
Terrorist Attacks on U.S. Homeland, Sep-

tember 11, 2001: Two hijacked airliners 

crashed into the twin towers of the World 

Trade Center. Soon thereafter, the Pentagon 

was struck by a third hijacked plane. A 

fourth hijacked plane, suspected to be bound 

for a high-profile target in Washington, 

crashed into a field in southern Pennsyl-

vania. More than 5,000 U.S. citizens and 

other nationals were killed as a result of 

these acts. President Bush and Cabinet offi-

cials indicated that Usama Bin Laden was 

the prime suspect and that they considered 

the United States in a state of war with 

international terrorism. In the aftermath of 

the attacks, the United States formed the 

Global Coalition Against Terrorism. 
Downtown Jerusalem Bombing, December 

2, 2001: Two suicide bombers blew themselves 

up in downtown Jerusalem killing ten people 

and wounding more than 130. Hamas claimed 

responsibility for the attack. 
Haifa Bus Attack, December 3, 2001: A 

Hamas suicide bomber blew himself up on a 

public bus in the northern Israeli city of 

Haifa, killing at least 15 people and wound-

ing dozens of others. 
West Bank Bus Attack, December 12, 2001: 

Palestinian gunman killed eight people and 

wounded 30 in a grenade and shooting am-

bush on an Israel bus in the West Bank just 

minutes before 2 suicide bombers struck in 

the Gaza Strip. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BETTY ANN ONG 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the late Betty Ann 
Ong, the sister of my constituent and friend 
Cathie Ann Ong-Herrera. Betty was a woman 
of remarkable courage who was one of the 
many to die in the act of war perpetrated on 
our country on September 11, 2001. 

Betty Ann Ong was born in San Francisco 
on February 5, 1956 to Harry Ong, Sr. and 
Yee Gam Oy Ong. Betty was the youngest of 
four siblings, Harry Ong, Jr., Cathie Ann Ong- 
Herrera, and Gloria Ann Ong-Woo. Betty grew 
up in San Francisco’s Chinatown where she 
attended Jean Parker Elementary School, 
Francisco Middle School, Washington High 
School, and the City College of San Fran-
cisco. She excelled in volleyball and bowling. 
Later in life, Betty also loved to travel, collect 
antiques and carousels, and had an extensive 
collection of stuffed animals and dolls. 

Betty began her career in the airline industry 
as a baggage handler and a ticket reserva-
tions agent with PSA and Delta Airlines. In 
1998, Betty joined American Airlines as a flight 
attendant and later became a flight attendant 
purser. Betty loved her job and the people she 
worked with, and she was voted Flight Attend-
ant of the Year five time by her peers. 

Betty’s colleagues always described her as 
a very loving, caring, and always friendly per-
son, both to her co-workers and to the pas-
sengers she served. Betty received numerous 
written compliments from her passengers. 

On that tragic date of September 11, Betty 
was serving as a flight attendant on American 
Airlines Flight 11 from Boston to Los Angeles. 
As terrorist hijackers took over the plane, 
Betty and her colleagues calmly reported to 
the ground grew vital information about what 
was taking place. She identified some of the 
hijackers’ seat locations, which helped inves-
tigators later identify the individuals respon-
sible, and asked the ground crew to pray for 
the passengers aboard. Under over-whelming 
circumstances, Betty’s primary concern was 
the safety of her passengers. 

Up until the moment her life was tragically 
taken, Betty Ann Ong was a true professional 
who performed beyond her call of duty. Betty 
Ann Ong acted heroically under trying cir-
cumstances, and her heroism should be a 
sterling example of service to us all. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in paying tribute to Betty Ann Ong, celebrating 
her heroic legacy, and wishing her family 
peace for their loss. 

HONORING FRESNO BEE 

REPORTER, JOHN ELLIS 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Fresno Bee reporter, John 
Ellis. Mr. Ellis was recently presented the Un-
sung Heroes Award given by the Youth Law 
Center. 

The following is the story printed in today’s 
Fresno Bee celebrating John’s award: 

Fresno Bee political reporter John Ellis re-

ceived a national award Wednesday night 

that honors individuals for their work re-

garding child welfare and juvenile justice 

systems.
The Youth Law Center’s annual Unsung 

Heroes Awards were presented to seven peo-

ple. Ellis was the only journalist among the 

honorees, who included bureaucrats, attor-

neys, a teacher and a Seattle Police Depart-

ment deputy assistant chief. Six of the hon-

orees are from California. 
His Jan. 14 story, ‘‘Fresno County may 

house foster children illegally,’’ told how 

Fresno County had been housing some of its 

most difficult foster children in two area 

motels, a practice that some legal advocates 

say violates state law. 
The California Department of Social Serv-

ices, which found out about the situation 

through inquires by The Bee, notified Sal-

vador Montana, then director of Fresno 

County’s Department of Children and Family 

Services, that housing the children in motels 

was not allowed. 
The county quit the practice after the 

state stepped in; the children were moved to 

foster-care group homes. 
The sponsoring Youth Law Center is a na-

tional nonprofit organization that focuses on 

the problems and needs of children who are 

placed out of home in foster care or juvenile 

justice systems. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate John Ellis both 
for his dedication to journalism and child wel-
fare. I urge my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing John the very best. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, during 
rollcall vote No. 495 on December 12, 2001 I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ’’yea‘‘. 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-

FAIRS HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS 

ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 3447, the Department 
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